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No More Illusions: Come Home   By Isi Leibler 
  Objectively analyzing recent events can only lead to the dismal 
conclusion that the status of Diaspora Jewry, bad as it is, is only likely to 
deteriorate. 

The horrific escalation of the global anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli 
tsunami extends to areas that are not even inhabited by Jews. The United 
Nations Human Rights Council and other human rights organizations, 
hijacked by Muslim and far left elements, have been transformed into anti-
Israeli hate fest arenas, employing blood libels against the Jewish state as a 
surrogate for the Jewish people in a similar manner to anti-Semites 
throughout the ages. The global community demonizes the only democratic 
state in the Middle East while downplaying the sea of barbarism that 
pervades the region. 

The epicenter of global anti-Semitism is the Arab world, where hatred 
of Jews has become endemic among both Sunni and Shiite religious 
extremists. The Palestinians are the most fiercely anti-Jewish Arab sector. 
After being brainwashed and incited by Arafat, Abbas and the Hamas 
mullahs, their hatred of Jews has evolved into a murderous religious frenzy. 
Muslim migrants who settled into enclaves in Europe have imported their 
hatred and formed unholy alliances with traditional anti-Semites and 
political leftists – including organizations purportedly promoting human 
rights – to foment an environment of Jew-hatred reminiscent of the 1930s, 
immediately prior to the rise of Nazism. 

The ongoing influx of millions of Muslim refugees will massively 
reinforce the existing Muslim anti-Semitic elements and permanently alter 
the demographics of Europe. Unlikely to be reversed, it will enable Islam to 
become an immensely powerful political force in many West European 
countries. The implications for European Jews are horrendous, as the 
combination of the prevailing virulently anti-Israeli public opinion and 
extremist Islamic political agitation will, in all likelihood, lead to even more 
extreme policies toward Israel. Despite lip service to the contrary, anti-
Semitism will continue to thrive. 

Moreover, there is the constant danger of terrorist acts against Jews by 
jihadists who entered the country posing as refugees or by second-
generation Muslims incubated by extremist European jihadi mullahs. Jews 
in Europe have been murdered and attacked in the streets and armed guards 
or military forces are required to protect schools and synagogues. 
University students face concerted anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli hostility, 
both casual and violent. Jews are warned not to draw attention to 
themselves and avoid being publicly identified as such. 

To top it off, most European governments, even those like the French 
that have experienced jihadi terrorism, still direct their foreign policy to 
placate their Arab minorities by haranguing and applying their double 
standards against Israel. They refuse to recognize that the murder of Israeli 
civilians is a direct consequence of Palestinian incitement of religious 
frenzy and continuously condemn Israel for defending itself. They now 
seek to pressure Israel to create a Palestinian state despite the fact that such 
a criminal entity would represent an existential threat and merely prepare 
the ground for a takeover by the Islamic State group. 

The absence of any sense of moral compass is highlighted by the 
despicable groveling of European countries toward the Iranian terrorist 
regime. The continent that was drenched with the blood of 6 million Jews 
during the Holocaust is currently hosting the leaders of a state that 
repeatedly calls for the elimination of Israel from the map and obscenely 
engages in Holocaust denial, even stooping to the grisly depths of state-
sanctioned cartoon competitions lampooning the Final Solution. Yet in 
return for trade opportunities, most European leaders, including the pope, 
welcomed and embraced Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, without even 
referring to these abominations – not to mention Iran’s appalling human 

rights record.  Nor did 
they take into account 
that much of the $150 
billion of frozen assets the Iranians 
retrieve will be directed toward 
strengthening their terrorist 
surrogates. 

European Jews who fail to see the 
writing on the wall are simply living 

in denial. 
But Jew-hatred is not restricted to Europe. Jews in South Africa face 

an equally grim situation and anti-Semitic forces in Latin America, 
encouraged by Muslim migrants and Iranian influence, have also increased 
dramatically over the past decade. 

The situation in the United States, Canada and even Australia, while 
not comparable to Europe, has also taken a massive downturn since U.S. 
President Barack Obama assumed office. By its constant undermining and 
pressuring of the Israeli government, the Obama administration has 
effectively given a green light to the Europeans and others to intensify 
pressures against Israel. 

Fortunately, two factors have inhibited Obama from going much 
further. The shameful silence of the Jewish leadership cannot detract from 
the fact that committed Jews at the grass-roots level are still an influential 
force and remain loyal to Israel. More importantly, American public 
opinion is overwhelmingly pro-Israel and the powerful and growing 
movement of evangelical Christians in America (and throughout the 
world) has now emerged as Israel’s most fervent supporter and ally. 

But there are concerns. Bipartisanship, which prevailed over the past 
few decades, has frayed considerably with the leftward lurch of the 
Democratic Party, accelerated under the Obama administration. 

More worrying is the hardening of liberal policy against Israel; the 
toleration and support of the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement 
in academia; and above all, the intensity of frenzied anti-Israeli and anti-
Semitic activity on campus. BDS in the United States (as in other parts of 
the world) is intimidating Jewish students, many of whom resist 
confrontations to avoid social stigma. 

Since Justin Trudeau displaced Stephen Harper as prime minister, 
Canada has rapidly followed the Obama approach to Israel. Canadian Jews 
were appalled when Trudeau’s International Holocaust Remembrance Day 
message, like that of many European countries, omitted any mention of 
Jews. 

Australia still retains a strongly pro-Israel government and is one of 
the most hospitable countries toward Jews. Yet there are today growing 
sections in the opposition Labor Party, partly influenced by Muslim 
electoral pressures, which have become virulently anti-Israeli. Anti-
Semitic outbursts have also grown considerably over the past few years, 
anti-Israeli and BDS activities at university campuses have proliferated, 
and for the first time, armed guards have been deployed to protect Jewish 
schools. 

The Diaspora Jewish situation can therefore be summed up as 
disastrous in Europe and South Africa and worrisome in North America 
and Australia. 

But thanks to the existence of Israel, today most Jews are able to 
determine their own fate. Now is the time for Diaspora Jews to honestly 
review their situation and plan for the future. 

Yes, Israel is currently undergoing a difficult period. Yes, there are 
threats. But we should bear in mind that the Israel Defense Forces have 
never been as powerful and are capable, if necessary, of defeating all our 
adversaries simultaneously. 

Above all, here in Israel there is a Jewish army, a Jewish police force 
and a Jewish community – which is significantly different from a non-
Jewish military presence grudgingly provided to protect Jews in the 
Diaspora. 

As a former Diaspora Jew, I urge you to review the situation 
objectively. If you are a European and want your children to be proud 
Jews, you should seriously weigh leaving now! 

Those in the U.S., Canada or Australia should consider encouraging 
their children to settle in Israel, their only true homeland. 

The Israeli government and the Jewish Agency must get their acts 
together. This is a historic moment and every effort should be made to 
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encourage Jews in countries under siege to come to Israel rather than 
relocating to another Diaspora community where they are likely to lose 
their Jewish identity. To achieve this, the government must formulate 
policies to ease their integration and open up every opportunity to provide 
employment. 

Despite the inevitable spread of anti-Semitism, we will not be 
witnessing an overnight ingathering of the exiles. But the message to 
committed Jews who wish to ensure that their grandchildren remain Jewish 
is to objectively review their situation, consider coming home or at least 
encourage their children to make aliyah to the Jewish homeland. 

Those remaining in the Diaspora should intensify their efforts to ensure 
that their Jewish heritage is transmitted to their children. Above all, despite 
the vicious anti-Israeli climate, they must appreciate the centrality of Israel 
in their Judaism, without which their Jewish identity will wither and they 
will be lost to the Jewish people. 
   

 
The Fatal Flaw in Post-Zionist Logic         By Martin Sherman 
In my understanding, the concept “Post Zionism” is–at the ideological 
level–a demand for democratization of the state – i. e. a call for a liberal 
democratic state in the Western mode. — Prof. Uri Ram (from The Anti 
Zionist Congress” Israel Radio April 27, 2008.) 
 This quote from one of the leaders of the post-Zionist school in Israeli 
academia clearly reflects the moral hypocrisy, the intellectual shallowness 
and pompous -– and grossly misplaced — self-righteousness that 
characterize the adherents of this sadly self-contradictory philosophy. 
 After all, it takes little  analytical skill to identify the glaring flaw in the 
logic of post-Zionist positions which — allegedly, in the name of 
enlightened liberal values — calls for the conversion of Israel from a 
“Jewish state” to  a “state-of-all-its-citizens.”  It requires no extraordinary 
intellect to grasp the fact that should such a change indeed take place, the 
resulting realities would, in fact, be the exact antithesis of the values 
invoked for making it.  All that is needed for that is a smidgeon of common 
sense and iota of intellectual integrity. 

Yet, as  growing realization of the infeasibility/impracticability of the 
two-state paradigm begins to dawn (see, for example, editorial “The Fading 
Two-State Solution,” NYT, January. 22, 2016), a critical analysis of the 
post-Zionist vision of a one-state-for all- its citizens, widely perceived as 
the default alternative, is both appropriate and imperative. 
 Indeed, the chain of events, which such any move in such a direction 
would inevitably trigger, is plainly predictable. 
 The first link in this inexorable chain is a simple but far-reaching truth: 
If Israel is indeed defined as a “Jewish state,” there is a valid rationale, and 
a viable justification, for the existence of an entire range of elements that 
characterize the conduct of national and public life in the country, such as: 
the Star of David on the Flag; the “Menorah” candelabrum as the state 
emblem; the words of the national anthem referring to the “yearning of the 
Jewish soul”; the structure of  the annual calendar in which the holidays 
(and holy days) are determined  in accordance with Jewish heritage and 
Zionist history; the status of Hebrew as the dominant vehicle of 
communication in business, academia, the judicial process and in the 
conduct of official ceremonies. The same is true for a considerable body of 
“Judeo-centric legislation such as the Law of Return, granting any Jew 
immediate citizenship on immigrating to Israel. 
 By contrast however, should Israel be re-defined as a “state of all its 
citizens, there would be no valid rationale, or viable justification, for any of 
these features! 
 As an inevitable consequence, there will neither be rhyme nor reason 
why any Jew (apart perhaps from those ultra-devout few who regard living 
in the Holy Land a religious command) would choose to live his/her life in 
a “non-Jewish” or “un-Jewish” Israel, rather than in any other “state-of-all-
its-citizens” where the rigors of daily life are less demanding and less 
stressful — such as, say,  Holland or New Zealand. 
 No Jew (apart from the handful of ultra-pious souls who believe in the 
divine sanctity of the Land of  Israel) would insist on living his/her life in a 
country, where  instead of the blue Star of David, the national flag displays 
stripes – whether vertical or horizontal – of different colors even if these 
include nostalgic tinges of blue and white. 
 The inevitable result would almost certainly be, not only a dramatic 
increase in the number of Jews who leave the country (and who, of course, 
will no longer be called “yordim” but merely “emigrants”), but also an 
almost complete cessation of the number of Jews arriving here  (who of 
course no longer will be called “olim” but merely “immigrants”). 

After all, if Israel in not a Jewish state, there will be absolutely no 
motivation for — nor reason — why-highly educated, highly skilled and 
highly trained Jews from across the developed world should aspire to make 

their homes here — not scientists, not doctors, not engineers not 
entrepreneurs, not academics. 
 There would be no mass “aliyah” from lands where Jews were 
oppressed and sought safe haven in the Jewish state.  Obviously the 
extraordinary phenomenon of the huge inflow of Jewry from the former 
USSR – with its huge contribution to every aspect of life in the country 
would be inconceivable — if Israel became just another “state-of-all-its-
citizens” on the fringes of a desert at the gateway to the Levant. 
 Moreover, if Israel became a state of all its citizens, there would be 
little grounds for preventing the massive influx of migrants from 
neighboring lands, pouring into the country – whether to fulfill the “right 
of return” or merely seeking to earn a better living – since, initially, the 
chances of finding a more lucrative livelihood would still be higher here 
rather than there. 
 Inevitably, these processes will bring about a continual erosion of the 
Jewish population within the “state-of-all-its-citizens.” And as the 
composition of the population in the land becomes similar to that in the 
other states of the region, there is no reason to suppose that the realities 
that prevail in it, will not also become similar to those prevailing in those 
states – including the level of economic development, the standard of 
living and style of life, the status of women, the nature of the regime and 
the liberties it allows those living under it. 

It is difficult to imagine that even the post-Zionists, with their bias and 
selective view of the world, are unaware of the fact that in the entire Arab 
world –- from Casablanca to Kuwait — there is no semblance of any 
“liberal democratic state in the Western mode,” for which they allegedly 
yearn with such passion. But even if there was once such an unfounded 
hope, the horrors of the post-Spring turmoil surely must have extinguished 
any illusions in this regard. 
 Indeed, in view of the stark contrast between their declared objectives 
and the nature of the realities, that they endeavor to achieve that objective, 
is likely to create; in light of the clear contradiction between their 
purported aspirations and the consequences likely to result from the 
pursuit of those aspirations, it is difficult to determine whether the post-
Zionists’ motivations are nefarious or simply naïve ; whether they are 
mean-spirited or only feeble-minded; whether they are malevolent or 
merely moronic… 
 However, whatever the explanation may be, all those genuinely 
desirous of a “liberal democratic state in the Western mode,” in this neck 
of the woods, must recognize a basic inescapable truth: If Israel is not 
Zionist, it will not be Jewish; if it is not Jewish it will not be democratic. 
(Algemeiner Jan 29) 
 

 
Battle for the Western Wall       By Nadav Shragai 
   In 1948, Jewish fighters sacrificed their lives to open the road to 
Jerusalem. Haim Gouri wrote the song "Bab el-Wad" about these heroes 
(referring to the spot where the road to Jerusalem enters the mountains).  
 Seven decades later, members of the Israel Police and Border Police 
are sacrificing their lives to defend the "Bab el-Wad" of our time: the road 
to the Western Wall in Jerusalem's Old City. In recent months, Palestinian 
terrorists have repeatedly tried to kill Jews near Damascus Gate, the 
starting point of Hagai Street. This is no coincidence. Hagai Street is one 
of the two main access routes to the Western Wall. 
 The Temple Mount and Western Wall are the core of the Jewish 
people's bond to Jerusalem and the Land of Israel, a bond the Palestinians 
are seeking to sever.  
 In recent years, official Palestinian spokespeople have been 
disseminating with renewed vigor the lie first spouted by Jerusalem Grand 
Mufti Haj Amin al-Husseini nine decades ago -- that the Western Wall is 
Palestinian and the Jews have connection to it.  
 Four months ago, Nehemia Lavi and Aharon Bennett were murdered 
on Hagai Street by a Palestinian terrorist, and since then there have been 
many further attacks there. Due to the security situation, the number of 
Jews visiting the Western Wall has decreased. 
 Our fight for the Western Wall must encompass more than just 
security measures. The proper Zionist response to terrorism is settlement. 
Dozens of Jewish families live on Hagai Street. The time has come to 
bolster the Jewish presence there. This is the essence of Zionism. 
 Increasing the number of Jews living on Hagai Street will also make 
clear to the Palestinians that there is a price to pay for terrorism. In the 
past, we were good at making this price clear to the Palestinians. But in 
recent years, we have not. 
 Thousands of Jews used to live on Hagai Street before the Arab riots 
of 1929. We now have an opportunity to return there and send a message 
to the Palestinians that terrorism will only hurt, not benefit, them. 



Terrorists will be killed and Palestinians will lose properties to which Jews 
have been prevented from returning.  
 The fact that the perpetrators of Wednesday's attack near Damascus 
Gate were armed with guns must be taken seriously. Thousands of firearms 
are hidden in the neighborhoods of east Jerusalem and refugee camps in the 
West Bank. Israel has thus far refrained from launching an wide-ranging 
operation to confiscate all these weapons. Pinpoint raids and arrests will not 
eliminate the threat. The last time Israel conducted such an operation was 
Operation Brother's Keeper in the Hebron area in the summer of 2014 (to 
search for the three kidnapped young Israelis whose murdered bodies were 
found three weeks later). The high number of weapons found during that 
operation revealed the scope of the threat. We must decide soon whether to 
embark on a broader campaign. 
(Israel Hayom Feb 4) 
 

 
Breaking the Silence Is No Human Rights Organization - and I Should 
Know     By Natan Sharansky 

Members and supporters of Breaking the Silence—the group of former 
Israeli soldiers who accuse the IDF of committing immoral and illegal acts 
in the West Bank—have on several occasions likened their campaign to that 
of the dissidents who fought for human rights in the Soviet Union.  In 2010, 
for example, Breaking the Silence was on a short-list of three finalists for 
the European Parliament’s Sakharov Prize, which recognizes leading 
human-rights activists around the world, and defenders of the controversial 
nomination hailed the group as an heir to Andrei Sakharov’s legacy.  
 In this view, the struggle to end Israel’s military presence in the 
territories by bringing international pressure to bear on the Jewish state is 
analogous to the struggle to bring down the Iron Curtain by calling the 
world’s attention to Soviet repression.  
 Unfortunately, the comparison is deeply flawed.  For one thing, it 
completely ignores the distinction—so clear and so important to Soviet 
dissidents—between dictatorship and democracy, and with it the 
fundamental differences between the Soviet Union and Israel.  Soviet 
dissidents set out to democratize a dictatorial regime, to create the kind of 
representative institution with which Israel is already blessed.  Because 
such institutions were entirely absent in the USSR, we had no choice but to 
rely on external forces to induce the regime to respond to our claims.  

Breaking the Silence, by contrast, sets out to bypass an existing 
democratic government and resolve a controversial political issue by means 
of international pressure.  It is of course legitimate to believe that Israel’s 
military presence in the West Bank should be ended immediately.  But it is 
equally legitimate to believe that such a withdrawal would be dangerous 
and even catastrophic for the state.  This is a political question that should 
be decided by Israel’s citizens through their elected representatives, not by 
a small group of self-appointed prophets and their chorus of foreign 
supporters.    
 Breaking the Silence also employs entirely different tactics from those 
of the Soviet human-rights movement.  In reporting violations to the Soviet 
regime, we provided details about every case so that the public record 
would be crystal clear and the regime itself could (at least in theory) 
respond.  Yet Breaking the Silence operates in such a way that the Israeli 
government has no chance of ever properly investigating or responding to 
its claims.  This is all the more striking when one considers that Israel, as a 
functioning democracy, has established channels to prosecute such 
infractions that we in the USSR could only dream about.  
 I have learned that since 2004, Breaking the Silence has not once 
appealed to Israel’s state prosecutor or military judiciary to request that the 
government or army investigate an alleged violation of human rights, 
despite the fact that Israel probed and punished many such infractions 
during the same period.  What is more, although the IDF chose of its own 
accord to investigate the group’s allegations, it had no way of verifying or 
disproving them because Breaking the Silence refused to release any 
identifying details about the soldiers involved.    

The group claims that such anonymity is necessary to protect its 
soldier-informants.  How hollow this excuse sounds, however, when one 
considers that Soviet citizens faced repercussions far worse for criticizing 
their regime and yet still publicly joined our campaign.  Documents that 
other dissidents and I personally signed and submitted to Soviet authorities 
contained details about hundreds if not thousands of persecuted citizens, of 
various faiths and ethnicities, all of whom understood that in identifying 
themselves they were becoming easy targets for interrogation and reprisal.  
Nevertheless, when members of our group were arrested and the KGB 
contacted many of these same people, not one was ready to testify against 
the information he had provided.    
 In other words, our campaign relied on the readiness of regular citizens 

to stand against official pressure in order to reveal the truth about the 
regime’s cruelty.  Breaking the Silence is not prepared to rely on even one 
Israeli soldier to make his name public and face whatever the 
consequences may be.   
 I do not wish to suggest that Breaking the Silence is an illegitimate 
organization, and I find accusations that it works as an agent of some 
foreign government to be ridiculous and unfair.  The group’s critics ought 
to challenge it through public discourse rather than through legislation.  
 But let us be clear:  This is not a human-rights organization in any 
meaningful sense of the term.  It is one thing to focus international 
attention on the plight of those persecuted by corrupt regimes by publicly 
bringing their cases to authorities in a position to investigate and respond.  
It is quite another to use unproven allegations peddled as truths to 
credulous foreigners in order to override the decisions of a democratic 
government.    
 Those wishing to take up the mantle of the Soviet struggle would do 
well to ponder the real risks taken by dissidents who speak the truth about 
repressive rulers.  They would also do well to pause and take stock of how 
very fortunate they are not to have to take such risks themselves.    
(Haaretz Jan 31) 
   

 
The Bitter Fruits of Israeli Self-Flagellation     By Martin Sherman 
There is no[t] any difference between ISIS and this Jewish group that was 
lately arrested. They are exactly com[ing] with the same agenda, with the 
same beliefs. The only difference is that they are Jewish, and they are 
Arab/Muslims. – Carmi Gillon, former head of the Shin Bet, Jerusalem 
Press Club, January 17, 2016 
Enslaving the families of the kuffar [infidels] and taking their women as 
concubines is a firmly established aspect of the Shari’a... that if anyone 
were to deny or mock, he would be denying or mocking the verses of the 
Koran and the narrations of the Prophet. – from ISIS’s English magazine 
Dabiq, in “ISIS soldiers told to rape women ‘to make them Muslim’” – 
CNN, October 8, 2015 
State Department’s silence deafening after US citizens engage in Israeli 
settler violence. The silence of the US government when American citizens 
are actively engaged in anti-Palestinian terrorism suggests that we 
condemn Islamist terror while condoning Jewish terror. – Richard 
Silverstein, MintPress News, January 6, 2016 
 ISIS has executed more than 10,000 men, women and children in Iraq 
and Syria since June 2014.... In reality the death toll from ISIS’s 
murderous campaign is evidently even higher than the already shocking 
statistics suggest. – International Business Times, September 24, 2015 
 On January 17, 38-year-old Dafna Meir, a nurse and mother of six, 
was stabbed to death by a Palestinian terrorist in front of her teenage 
daughter, at their home in Otniel, a small Jewish community, south of 
Hebron. 
 With excruciatingly bad timing, on the very same day, the former head 
of Shin Bet, Carmi Gillon, chose to equate acts of Jewish ‘hilltop’ 
renegades, not only with the current wave of lethal Arab terrorism, but 
with the gory agenda of ISIS. 

According to Gillon, “The only difference is that they are Jewish and 
they are Arab/Muslims.” 
 Many Israelis were deeply offended, even outraged, by the suggestion 
that there is any hint of equivalence between the two. 
 This certainly seems to be the sentiment among Jerusalem Post 
readers. Thus, in a caustic letter to the editor (January 19), reader Ze’ev 
Shandalov reproaches Gillon for having “the unmitigated gall to make 
such a statement,” charging that it should earn him “damning 
condemnation from all sectors.” He asks, not without justification: “How 
many Jewish terrorists have massacred hundreds of Yazidis? How many 
Jewish terrorists have dropped gays to their deaths from tall buildings? 
How many Jewish terrorists have put a bullet in the head of their mother in 
a public execution?” and concludes, “Gillon’s comments are repugnant, 
sickening and loathsome, and should be roundly condemned by anyone 
who has any sense of morality.” 
 Shandalov was not alone in his indignation. In another letter to the 
editor, J.W. Krasner points out: “ISIS is for brutal public beheadings, the 
rape and enslavement of women, and mass punishment and exile for 
thousands,” asking with evident exasperation: “How can anyone mention 
Jewish terrorists in the same breath? Where is the gravitas and temperance 
that should accompany past heroes as they age?” The talkback responses 
to Gillon’s talk in the Post’s Internet edition, headlined, “Jewish terrorists 
more harmful to world Jewry than Arab counterparts,” were almost 
uniformly condemnatory of his inference of equivalence. 

Just how staggeringly mindless and misleading Gillon’s comparison is 



should be clear from the catalogue of carnage, perpetrated by various 
Islamist organizations such as ISIS, Hamas and Hezbollah. 
 Clearly, ISIS, with which Gillon equates with the Jewish price-
tag/hilltop radicals, is the bloodiest of all – with a billion-dollar budget and 
a deadly reach stretching across the globe, from the eastern fringes of the 
Levant and the Arabian Peninsula, through Western Europe (Paris) and 
across the Atlantic Ocean and the American continent to California’s San 
Bernardino – see “Recent Attacks Demonstrate Islamic State’s Ability to 
Both Inspire and Coordinate Terror,” New York Times, January 14. 
 Indeed, the shocking fatality figures cited in the opening excerpts (from 
the International Business Times) only partially convey the full extent of 
the gruesome picture. 
 As the report admits, it “doesn’t account for thousands more victims... 
who have been killed in suicide bombings and captives fleeing the horrors 
of life in Raqqa... It also excludes the slaughter of 5,000 Yazidi people in 
Iraq’s Sinjar province last August who were shot down by ISIS fighters...” 
 There is of course not the vaguest similarity between the scope of 
savagery, the capabilities or global ambitions of jihadist Islamist terrorism 
and the few score Jewish youth, who according to Gillon, live in remote 
caves, have no organizational structure and operate without cellphones. 

But one need not invoke ISIS to illustrate how absurd any purported 
equivalence between alleged Jewish “terror” and Arab terrorism is. For that, 
a cursory glance at the grim statistics of the recent wave of Judeocidal Arab 
violence is sufficient. 
 Since the end of July, when the arson in Duma, supposedly perpetrated 
by a Jewish radical (or radicals), and which took the lives of three Arabs, 
there has not been a single Arab harmed – never mind killed – by any act of 
Jewish ideologically motivated crime. 
 In stark contrast, since mid-September, due to institutionalized 
incitement from official Palestinian organs, 30 Israelis have been killed at 
the hands of Arabs, and 10 times that number injured (almost 30 seriously), 
in 170 separate attacks – over 100 of them stabbings. 
 This, of course, is in no way merely a spontaneous expression of 
individual grievance, induced by years of “occupation,” as apparently UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon would have us believe, when he seemed to 
insinuate that killing Jews was only human: “It is human nature to react to 
occupation, which often serves as a potent incubator of hate and 
extremism.” (Security Council session on the situation in the Middle East, 
January 26) 

It would be intriguing indeed to learn what “occupation” he would 
invoke as an “incubator” for the staggering scope of fratricidal, intra-
Islamic “hate and extremism” in Syria, Iraq, Yemen, Libya, Sudan, 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, to name but few blood-drenched loci within the 
occupation-free Muslim world. 
 Indeed, to dispel any illusion that the current wave of attacks is the 
spontaneous, undirected response of aggrieved individuals, let me, once 
again, draw attention to the recent analysis of “lone wolf” terrorism in the 
Post (November 1, 2015) by Prof. Boaz Ganor, head of the International 
Institute for Counter-Terrorism in Herzliya. 

In it, he describes the “institutional incitement and training” 
underpinning the phenomenon: “The Palestinian terrorist organizations... 
stepped up their incitement on the Web and published instructions on how 
the attackers could be more effective.” 
 Ganor adds: “The instructions are usually accompanied by video clips 
with recommendations on the kind of knives to use, where to stab the 
victims, from which angle to attack and so on. In some instances, the 
terrorist organizations suggest attacking in pairs or in larger groups, seizing 
rifles from prospective military victims and opening fire in all directions.” 
 He states, quite unequivocally: Israel is in the throes of a nationalist and 
religion-driven wave of terror fueled by incitement...,” noting that the 
“mainstream voice was the catalyst that drove inflamed young people into 
the streets... randomly killing Israelis.” 
 There is, of course, no equivalent phenomenon in the Jewish 
mainstream, making any moralistic self-incrimination, over some 
nonexistent parallel, wildly inappropriate – and needlessly detrimental. 

But things get even worse. 
 The day before Gillon’s talk, Jerusalem’s Dormition Abbey, a 
Benedictine monastery on Mount Zion, just outside the walls of the Old 
City, was defaced by crudely anti-Christian and admittedly reprehensible 
graffiti in Hebrew. No one was harmed in the incident. Yet in referring to it, 
Gillon informed his audience of foreign journalists that “the sabotage of the 
church in Dormition [Abbey]... in my eyes, is a terror act.” 
 But when it came to Arabs hurling stones intended to kill or main Jews, 
he remarked: “Speaking about Palestinians who threw stones, the Shin Bet 
doesn’t deal with that. This is not a terror act.” 
 Some might find this diagnosis astonishing. 

 After all, stones thrown at Jews by Arabs, merely because they were 
Jewish, have resulted in a number of fatalities – most of them of young 
children. 
 Thus, Haaretz reported:  
- “The 64-year-old Israeli, Alexander Levlovitz, died and two passengers 
were hurt after attackers pelted their car with rocks in Jerusalem.” 
(September 14, 2015) 
- “Adele Biton, the four-year-old child who was critically injured in a 
stone-throwing incident near the settlement of Ariel two years ago, died in 
Petah Tikva’s Schneider Hospital...Her mother and two sisters were 
moderately injured in the attack.” (February 17, 2015) 
- “Fatal West Bank car crash caused by Palestinian stone-throwing. Israel 
Police confirm Kiryat Arba crash that killed Israeli father [Asher Palmer, 
25] and infant son [Yonatan, one] was [a] terror attack despite initial IDF 
report claiming crash was an accident. (September 25, 2011) 
- “Yehuda Shoham was aged five months [and died when] his skull was 
fractured by Palestinians who pelted his parents’ car with rocks near 
Luban as they drove home.” (August 24, 2001) 
 So non-lethal Hebrew graffiti is an “act of terror,” while lethal rocks, 
launched with the intent to murder or maim Jews, are not? 
 What is wrong with this picture? 

But perhaps the most disconcerting remark from Gillon was this: 
“Those Jewish terrorists, they are more dangerous for the State of Israel 
than the Hamas and the Palestinians terror groups... Hezbollah and so 
on.... The sabotage of that small Jewish group would make, for the State of 
Israel, is much more dangerous.” 
 In many ways, this proclamation is as breathtaking as it is 
bewildering. For although similar allegations have been bandied about 
liberally of late, no one actually seems able to stipulate the mechanism by 
which that great danger will be precipitated, other than by speculating 
about future intentions, which the meager band of sparsely scattered 
nomads, whose most formidable weapon hitherto has been, allegedly, a 
box of matches and a bottle of inflammable liquid, are clearly incapable of 
perpetrating. 
 Clearly, I do not wish to downplay the repercussions of the anger an 
attack attributed to Jews on a sensitive non-Jewish target might generate. 
However, it is difficult to see how such an attack, given the paltry 
resources available today (or in the foreseeable future) to price-tag/hilltop 
renegades, could be, in anyway, comparable to the damage Arab terrorist 
organizations can wreak on the country and its citizens. 
 Is that threat comparable to the threat posed by Hezbollah? With an 
estimated 100,000 rockets/missiles (compared to around 14,000 in 2006, 
which kept over a million Israelis huddled in shelters for weeks), along 
with unmanned aircraft, antitank weapons, antiaircraft and land-to-sea 
missiles that it possesses today, Hezbollah terrorists are likely to rain up to 
1,200 projectiles a day down on Israeli civilians . 
 Much the same could be asked about Hamas in the south, with the 
rapid replenishment of its rockets and the renewed tunnel activity 
increasingly evident... 
 Or the growing ISIS-affiliated jihadist insurgency in Sinai, pressing 
against the long southern border, threatening to cut off land access to 
Eilat... 
 Jewish “terror” more dangerous than Arab terrorism? Really? 

In the past I argued against artificially inflating the threat posed by a 
marginal, and marginalized, band of radical Jewish renegades. Portraying 
Israel as a threatened society, teetering on the brink of becoming a 
theocratic, tyrannical monarchy, is as misplaced as it is misleading. 
 I urged against attempts to draw any equivalence between Arab 
terrorism and the terrorist organizations that promote/perpetrate/ propagate 
it, and the groups of Jewish theo-ideological extremists. I cautioned 
against blurring the very real distinction that exists between them, and of 
the detrimental consequences that drawing inappropriate parallels might 
entail for Israel. After all, how can Israel hope to invoke international 
sympathy or solidarity in its struggle against Arab/Muslim terrorism – and 
international understanding for the policies it requires to contend with it – 
if it, itself, is guilty of harboring equivalent malfeasance? I warned that 
moralistic self-recrimination plays into the hands of Israel’s worse 
detractors, and as the introductory excerpt from the bitterly inimical 
Richard Silverstein shows, the bitter fruits of Israeli self-flagellation are 
beginning to ripen. 
 Remarks like those of Carmi Gillon can only increase the noxious 
harvest. They will be pounced on by those bent on harming Israel. As 
such, it – and he – will have done Israel a great disservice.     
(Jerusalem Post Jan 29) 
  

 


